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Purpose- This study undertakes a comparative analysis of the dragon-slaying warrior motif in
the mythologies of the Indo-Iranian and Slavic traditions, with a particular focus on their
shared narrative elements. Despite considerable temporal and spatial distances between these
cultural spheres, their mythological and epic texts exhibit significant conceptual and thematic
correspondences indicative of a common Indo-European origin. Central to the narratives in
both traditions is a warrior who, aided by a heroic or divine smith and empowered by a
magical weapon, triumphs over a three-headed dragon. Frequently, this heroic battle is
accompanied by sorcerous female figures, culminating in the liberation of a princess held
captive by the dragon—a symbol of the restoration of fertility and social order. The principal
aim of the research is to identify and comparatively analyze this epic motif in the two cultures.
Methodology- The research methodology is analytical-descriptive, grounded in textual
sources, folklore, and linguistic manifestations.

Findings-Findings demonstrate that the dragon-slaying warrior represents the second social
function, that of the warrior class, within the tripartite social structure of Indo-European
societies. These warriors, equipped with a special weapon forged by a magical smith to
vanquish an adversary symbolizing chaos and drought. From this victory ensues the restoration
of social order, fertility, and communal cohesion. A notable aspect of these narratives is the
warrior’s use of cunning and deceit to slay the dragon—actions that contravene the ideal codes
of warrior valor and result in the hero’s ritual impurity, necessitating rites of purification and
exile. This motif symbolizes the tension between violence and morality in Indo-European
myths and reflects the tripartite social order encompassing sovereignty, warfare, and fertility.
The study further emphasizes the critical role of the smith as an intermediary between these
social functions, whose magical craftsmanship creates the hero’s special weapon, facilitating
victory and the regeneration of order. The lexical and thematic proximity of the hero and
smith’s names in both cultures attests to the shared Indo-European heritage of these myths.
Based on these findings, it can be concluded that the dragon-slaying warrior narrative not only
reflects the socio-cultural structure of Indo-European societies but also manifests a profound
link among myth, ritual, and historical identity. Furthermore, the study highlights the
persistence and adaptability of epic motifs amid cultural and religious transformations and
underlines the significance of comparative analyses for uncovering the roots and evolutions of
ancient mythologies. By identifying cultural commonalities and divergences, this research lays
a foundation for future studies in comparative mythology and the social functions of myths.
Ultimately, the results offer deeper insight into the mythic role of warriors in shaping Indo-
European identity symbols and cultural paradigms, providing novel frameworks for examining
the interaction among myth, culture, and society.
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