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Purpose- This study explores the question of identity within the Iranian diaspora residing
along the southern coast of the Persian Gulf, focusing specifically on the Larestani community.
As one of the oldest and most extensive Iranian migrant groups in the region, the Larestani
diaspora provides a significant case for understanding the complex interplay between
migration, cultural continuity, and identity reconstruction. The research investigates how
individual and collective identities are reshaped through continuous interaction with the host
society’s social, cultural, and political structures, as well as through migrants’ efforts to
preserve transnational ties with their homeland. Identity, in this context, is conceived as a
processual, dynamic, and multidimensional phenomenon that gains meaning through historical,
religious, and socio-political entanglements rather than as a fixed or static category.

Methodology- Adopting an interpretive paradigm and a qualitative ethnographic approach, the

research is based on multi-sited fieldwork conducted across both Iran’s Larestan region and
Gulf host countries. Data were generated primarily through in-depth and narrative interviews
with Iranian Larestani migrants. These interviews provided access to lived experiences and
subjective accounts of belonging, difference, adaptation, and return. The study employs a
combination of purposive and snowball sampling techniques to reach participants, continuing
until theoretical saturation was achieved. Data were analyzed using interpretive—thematic
analysis to identify underlying meanings and symbolic representations embedded within the
participants’ narratives.

Findings-The findings indicate that Larestani diasporic identity is constructed through an
intricate network of cultural, religious, economic, and political dimensions. Key elements such
as language, religion, family networks, and transnational economic exchanges between the two
shores of the Persian Gulf play a decisive role in maintaining a shared sense of belonging. The
research reveals that identity formation among Larestanis involves an ongoing negotiation
between inherited traditions and the assimilative pressures of modern host societies.
Consequently, their diasporic identity emerges as fluid, fragmented, and yet creatively
adaptive—a product of continuous reinterpretation within shifting social contexts.
Conclusion-The study concludes that the Larestani diaspora exemplifies broader dynamics of
Iranian migration in the Persian Gulf, where collective memory, cultural representation, and
identity politics intersect. By highlighting the complexity and fluidity of diasporic identity, the
research underscores the need to revisit and reconceptualize notions of identity, belonging, and
representation in Iranian diaspora studies. It advocates for the application of interpretive and
ethnographic approaches that attend to the subjective, intersubjective, and context-dependent
dimensions of migratory experience, offering a more nuanced understanding of how Iranian
migrants negotiate meaning and continuity across borders
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