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Objective: Khorasan is one of the largest regions of Iran with a rich and ancient historical background.
The narratives of Northern Khorasan tell stories of love, religion, and heroism, each of which may be
derived from myths or ancient tales native to this land or the broader area of Northern Khorasan. At the
heart of each art form, there lie myths that likely have a clear connection to the life and character of the
artist who created them. The aim of the present research is to identify the myth or myths specific to the
North Khorasan region by examining some of the musical works of Haj Qorban Soleimani. The central
question of this study is: What personal myths can be explored within the works of Haj Qorban’s music?
And, based on the analysis of Haj Qorban Soleimani’s personal myths, how have these myths been
represented in other literary or musical arts of the Khorasan region?

Method: For this purpose, Gilbert Durand’s myth-analysis theory has been employed. According to this
theory, in addition to identifying the myths concealed within an artistic work, one can even access the
artist’s transpersonal myth. This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method.
Data collection was carried out through library research and the study of written and audio texts. In this
regard, three important works of Haj Qorban Soleimani have been analyzed based on the myth-analysis
theory, with the goal of discovering both his personal myth and the underlying myth in the cultural
geography of North Khorasan.

Results: Haj Qorban Soleimani’s personal myths are religious personas such as Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), Imam Ali (AS), and Prophet Joseph (AS), and these very myths are likewise repeated in the
works of other artists from Northern Khorasan. It can also be inferred that Haj Qorban’s personal myth
is not dependent on the religious narratives of the Khorasan region, such as Imam Reza (AS) or other
Imamzadehs of Greater Khorasan’s culture

Conclusions: Based on the study’s findings and the identification of Haj Qorban’s personal myths, as
well as the continuity of these myths from past to present through Durand’s seventh step and the
examination of works by other Bakhshis from Northern Khorasan, it can be concluded that the myths
inherent in Haj Qorban’s works, as one of the region’s Bakhshis, are also reflected in the works of other
Bakhshis of the region. This can be attributed to the oral tradition through which this music has been

transmitted from one generation to the next.
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Introduction
Khorasan is one of the largest regions of Iran with a rich and ancient historical

background. The narratives of Northern Khorasan tell stories of love, religion, and heroism,
each of which may be derived from myths or ancient tales native to this land or the broader
area of Northern Khorasan. A group of musicians from Northern Khorasan, known as
“Bakhshis,” trace their lineage back to shamans, entertainers, or even Gusans (ancient Iranian
minstrels). The primary role of Bakhshis in music is to narrate stories through singing and
playing the “Dotar” (a traditional string instrument). Though many Bakhshis may have been
illiterate, they mastered storytelling and had exceptional memory skills for preserving
numerous tales taught orally by their fathers or close relatives.

The aim of the present study is to delve deeply into mythological motifs and examine the
influence of these myths on the music of Northern Khorasan, using Gilbert Durand’s
theoretical framework. To this end, the works of Haj Qorban Soleimani, one of the most
significant Bakhshis of this region, have been selected for analysis. The study seeks to
analyze the lyrics of Haj Qorban’s preserved works and, following the identification of his
personal myths, explore how the visualization of these myths in his works is reflected in those
of his contemporaries. Gilbert Durand’s myth-analysis theory has been chosen as the
methodological approach. The research questions are:

1. What myth or myths can be identified and examined as Haj Qorban Soleimani’s
personal myth, considering the nature of Bakhshis’ works and their social role?

2. Based on the analysis of Haj Qorban’s personal myths, how are these myths
represented in other literary or musical arts of the Khorasan region?

Method
The present study is theoretical in nature and descriptive-analytical in methodology.

Information gathering has been conducted using library research, reviewing articles related to
myths, audio resources, and Haj Qorban Soleimani’s works. Then, using the theoretical
foundation provided by Gilbert Durand’s seven-step myth-analysis method, the transpersonal
myths within the artist’s works are identified. In this study, selected pieces of Haj Qorban’s
works are analyzed, specifically those with lyrics, as they can be examined from a
mythological perspective.

Theoretical framework
Based on the topic and aim of this article, the second method of Gilbert Durand’s myth-

analysis has been applied. This method comprises seven interconnected steps:
1.Selection of Key Works: Identifying the most significant and distinctive work by the
artist in question, and extracting minor myths or recurring elements within the work.
2.Determining the Position and Importance of Minor Myths: Identifying the role of
each minor myth and its importance within the work, as well as examining their
interrelationship. This leads to a mythological network, where the central or core minor myth
can be discovered through careful analysis.
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3.Identifying the Artist’s Personal Myth: By determining the fundamental characteristics
of the central minor myth and aggregating all these elements, a mythical narrative emerges
that likely represents the artist’s personal myth.

4.Validation of Personal Myth: Assessing the narrative obtained in the third step by
comparing it with the artist’s biography, including personal correspondence with friends and
relatives, as well as the overall themes and plots of their works, to uncover their personal
myth.

5.Narrative Study of the Personal Myth: Investigating all existing narratives related to
the artist’s personal myth and selecting the narrative most closely aligned with the themes and
plots of their works.

6.Inter-Mythological Analysis: Studying the selected narrative(s) of the artist’s personal
myth to identify relationships with other similar myths, thereby forming a mythological
system or network. This leads to a deeper understanding of the artist’s personal myth and its
connection to transpersonal mythological structures.

7.Cultural Representation: Examining how the personal myth identified in previous steps
has been represented in other literary and artistic works, as well as in various disciplines in the
cultural and societal context of the artist’s community.

Results
This study, using Gilbert Durand’s myth-analysis theory and focusing on Haj Qorban

Soleimani’s pieces, aimed to uncover Haj Qorban’s transpersonal myth. Following Durand’s
seven-step theoretical framework, it was concluded that the myths derived from Haj Qorban’s
works are predominantly religious. The findings from three pieces by Haj Qorban revealed
myths such as Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Imam Ali (AS), Prophet Jacob, and Prophet
Joseph (AS). By analyzing the works of other past and contemporary Bakhshis, it was evident
that these myths have been deeply embedded in the musical culture of Northern Khorasan,
passed down from generation to generation.

Conclusions
Based on the study’s findings and the identification of Haj Qorban’s personal myths, as

well as the continuity of these myths from past to present through Durand’s seventh step and
the examination of works by other Bakhshis from Northern Khorasan, it can be concluded that
the myths inherent in Haj Qorban’s works, as one of the region’s Bakhshis, are also reflected
in the works of other Bakhshis of the region. This can be attributed to the oral tradition
through which this music has been transmitted from one generation to the next.
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