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Purpose: One of the important issues in Iranian social sciences is the question of the
possibility of proposing concepts of original social science theories. Whether Iranian social
sciences, through the medium of the Iranian ecosystem and in the context of global studies,
have invented specific theoretical concepts in relation to global similar materials, and what
characteristics these concepts have had in relation to similar global materials, is the central
question in this article. Accordingly, instead of proposing theoretical discussions, I have gone
to a case study of the conceptual system of one of those who have tried to build a new
theoretical and conceptual system in Iran. From this perspective, the question is whether
Iranian researchers have been able to invent a specific conceptual and theoretical concept in
their own produced works, which are the result of their field research in Iranian society.
Morteza Farhadi, an anthropologist and sociologist at Allameh University, has tried to build
his own social theory and conceptual system around the principles of assistance through half a
century of field studies in Iranian society.

Methodology: This article deals with the concept of cultural potential in his theoretical system
and in the context of his scientific works. Morteza Farhadi, who is best known for his
theorizing on the concept of helping and understanding society based on this fundamental
feature in human relations, and in addition to the extensive theoretical and field work he has
done to develop this concept and its application, has also made theoretical and sub-conceptual
innovations that have the necessary capabilities for application in the study of culture and
society. Among these, the concept of cultural potential is one of those concepts.

Findings: Cultural potential expresses the cognitive, value and skill frameworks of a social
group (at the village, city and civilization levels) that have been formed in the context of
history and through their trade to regulate their relationship with the environment. Therefore,
this concept has specific implications in relation to the sustainability problem. Cultural
potential is practically part of the intangible heritage of a culture that requires its recognition
and creative use to face the problems facing societies. Cultural potential is a relatively fluid
concept that has acquired this characteristic mainly due to the fluidity of the concept of culture.
For this reason, cultural potential includes knowledge on the one hand, and values, skills,
abilities, and even patterns of social relationships on the other. Accordingly, the concept of
cultural potential is a kind of internal clustering between the elements of a culture and its
constituent components.

Conclusion: Farhadi has tried to use this concept not only to recognize the current state of
today's society and its history, but also to use this concept to diagnose the current situation and
its crises, and most importantly, to make policies and provide solutions for the future of this
culture and society. From this perspective, this concept is a kind of theoretical tool for critical
reflection to understand the past, present, and future of society.
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